


‘THE REFO 





RMER. 





A ° - 


A I Ae ———— - 








Run ve to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and 


seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth 
iudement, that seeketh the truth.—Jeremiah, v. 1. 
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EDUCATED PRIESTS. 

The Editor of the Evangelical Wit- 
ness, in reviewing a pamphlet written 
by Tobias Spicer, a minister of the 
Methodist persuasion, makes the fol- 
lowing remarks: 

“It is perfectly notorious that the 
great body of the Methodist preachers 
are illiterate men, by which we mean, 
meo without a liberal education. Mr. 
Spicer, sensible of this, apologizes for 
it, by representing the Methodist so- 
ciety as ‘in a state of infancy,’ and 
that their people are not wealthy. 
This comes with an ill grace from a 
body claiming to be the largest in the 
United States Compared with the | 
Methodists, the Covenanters, the sever- | 
al bedies of Seceders, and the Reform. | 
ed Dutch church, are small, and their 
wealth little, yet they have neyer li- 
censed illiterate men. As the great | 
body of the Methodist preachers are 
illiterate, what is more natural than 
that they should declaim against a 
learned ministry, as they notoriously 
have done, to keep themselves in coun- 
tenance with their own people, and 
with others? The admitted fact that 
few of their clergy are men of learn- 
ing, 1s decisive evidence of their con- 
tempt of human literature. We admit, 
indeed, that the progress of learning, 
the multiplication of theological semi- 
naries, and the show of learning in 
Clarke’s Commentaries, have of late 
taught them their weakness on this 
Guarter, and some of their most sensi- 
ble men are now making feeble efforts 
to remedy the defects. For their num- 
bers and wealth, their efforts are no- 
thing, compared with those of other 

enominations. Indeed, they have so 














long endeavoured to teach their peo- 
Vou. VI. 12 
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ple, both by precept and example, that 
a learned ministry 1s not desirable, that 
a reform is nearly, if not quite impos. 
sible ” 

So long as it remains on record in 
the New Testament, that Christ chose 
unlearned and unlettered men to preach 
his gospel, and advance the canse of 
truth and righteousness on the carth, 
no one possessing much .rue christian- 
ity will ever be a strenuous advocate 
for an exclusively learned ministry, or 
be ashamed to acknowledge that he 
has only been taught in the school of 
Christ. It is casting a reflection on 
the conduct aud wisdom of the blessed 
Redeemer, which none of his true dis- 
ciples will ever be yuilty of. The bold 
and arrogant manner in which an ex- 


_clusively learned ministry is contended 


for in the present day, 1s an evidence 
of the fallen and degenerate state of 
christendom, and of the presumption 


|and irreligion of our modern priests. 
| Of what use are such priests at this 
| time, or what use have they ever been 
|of in any period of the world? 
| have generally ever been, as they now 


They 


are, the corrupters of religion and the 
cause of degeneracy among men. Wit- 
ness their high salaries for preaching, 
in direct violation of the command of 
Christ—their pompous appearance and 
conformity to the world, aad the many 
thousands, who, through their exam- 
ple and practices, are blinded, and are 
never likely to possess one particle of 
genuine religion, or of the true know- 
ledge of God. 

Such, it.seems, is the zeal of some 
priests for maintaining the necessity 
of a learned ministry, that they mrust 
drag the subject into their funeral dis- 
courses. We copy the following from 





bode ol 
vi e 
‘ ; 
ee 
4 iy | 
Ho , 
4 a. 
boy 
Meh § 
Ae te 
{ 1 
mag kek, 
(hay has 
ne 
Ou: £ 
i 4 t 
parieet N 
Vay + 
a ' 
Ce § 
7p 
lt 
aes 
ia § 
weit 
\ 1 ud 
j 4 a? 
: hes X 
ee st | 
he ee , 
a We 4 





478 





THE REF ORME: K. 

















a “ Sermon preached at Freehold, No-! 


vember 25, 1824, on the death of the 


Rev John Woodhull, D. D. late 


pas- 


tor of the Presbyterian church of Free, 
hold, New Jersey —by the Rev. Isaac 


V. Brown, A. M.”’ 


‘The opinion, very prevalent In || s 


some other denominations, and con-| 


our guide; and until modern priests 


‘can adduce something from the same 


/source in support of ‘thee theological 
seminaries, and a learned ministry, eve- 
ry true christian ought to blush to be 


| found patronizing and upholding these 


chemes and inventions of the day. It 
will indeed be found to be a fact, that 


siderably popular in some pogtions of just in proportion as any one aids and 
our own, that good natural sense and | abets these unauthorized projects and 
genuine piety, without literary accom- || | plans for training up young men to be 


plishments, are nape qualifie: ations 


3 for || | priests, in the same proportion does he 


public teachers of religion, we con: eae, || evince a want of true religion and 2 


not only highly unreasonable and inju-'' disregard to the authority and example 
dicious in itself, but seriously danger- of Jes ‘sus. Christ. 


ous and hurtful to the Church. 
all unite in employing the most 
and accomplished men to manage our 
secular concerns, and to prescribe for 


our bodily health. 


We 


able 


| 


On what princ iple | 


! 


of reason or common sense is it, that | 


any should be willing to commit the 
interests of their souls, and the welfare 
of the great earthly community of God, 
to instruments untaught and 1com- 
petent.’’ 

If Christ were again to appear on 
the earth, and were to choose those to 
promulgate his word who were unlearn- 
ed and unlettered, what serious oppo- 


sition would he mect with from the' 


1} 


learned ** Reverends,’”’ “ DD. D’s.”? and | 


“A. M’s.’’ of this 
multitude of arguments would be 
brought forward to prove that the 
cause of christianity and the salvation 
of souls could never be promoted by 
such mstruments as unlettered 


day; and what a 
rs 


fisher- 

men, who had never been within the 
: = | ; 

walls of a college, or been instructed 


in a theological seminary. What blind- 


ness, indeed, rests on the minds of ma: || 


‘from the Boston Recorder of Oct. 2 


Warcuoman! WHAT OF THE NIGHT” 


“From all we can learn of the state 
of religion in New England at the pre- 
sent time, we are led to think it a sea- 
son of more than usual declension. A 
gentleman who has recently travelled 


from Litchfield, Conn. through Berk- 


shire county to Canada hne, visiting 
numerous places in the vicinity of his 
regular course, informs us that 
this he 


‘ rH 
in ai 


distance, found but two o1 


(three towns which were blessed with 2 


revival of religion. 
“he late report of the Lincol 
(Maine) conference of churches, 15 in 


|| number, speaks of religion within then 


ny, relative to this subject in the pre- ||‘ 


sent day, who profess great zeal for 
Christ and his cause; and what an 
abandonment of the pri nciples »s Of chris- 
tianity must all those be guilty of who}; 
contribute the smallest item to ec luzate 
young men to be priests. We are not 
speaking random with respect to 
these things—the example of Christ is 


at 


r authority, and the New Testament 


39 


beunds, as ‘Jamentably low;’’ anc 
Lf. 


frony the report of the York confer- 
ence, embracing 16 churches, it ap- 
rs that while 44 persons have re- 


pea 


moved the past year by death or other 


causes, only 28 have 
ans ing 


The 


which 


giving 


yeen added,— 
the present number 806.” 

of Albany, (N. Y | 
Troy, Oct. 6, 1825, in 
a narrative of the state of re- 


ligion within their bounds, thus ob- 
serve: 


Synod 


sat + 
met at 


‘Of those dispensations of divine 
mercy which have usually been called 
Revivals of Religie (0m, We have to record 
but few for the past year.” Ag 

rT Yy . 3 - 
“ it cannot be denied, that fewer re- 


x ain— 


'vivals of religion have been experienceé 





T He REFORMER. 


ee 


179 

















in our churches during the 
for several former years.’ 


(Prom the Rvange Vical J s for Oct. | 
Synod of the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church, met im the city 
of New York, August 2, 1825, upon 


a review of the state of religion aIMonyy 


ry 
«“ The 


the people unde) 


others, think 


selves and those 


it their duty to call them 
over whom they are 
appointed to bear rule, to the duty of 
ind humihation God, 
for the following causes: 


fasting before 

“While the outward forms of re- 
ligion are observed among us, we have 
reason to mourn that the power of vital ' 
codliness is not more felt and exhibit- 
ed in the general tenor of a holy de- 
portment. ‘Truths and duties taught 
in the ministrations of the sanctuary 
are too soon forgotten, and have tco 
little influence in the regulation of the 
temper of the heart, aud of the out- 
ward while the world 
occupies an undue place in the hearts 
and in the social intercourse of all.— 
The emotions that are often excited 
the ensibilities, 
pulpit, in conversation, and 
throu oh the 


conversation 5 


by appeals to animal 
from the 
medium of human com- 
pmnen , employed in the praise of 
God, are generally transient, and often 
leave congregations in a 
state when the 
[mpressions made 
Me gospel 


brought home to the conscience, are 


of short duration, and appear to pro- |’ 


duce in thousands a hardening effect. 

house of God is resorted to by 
great multitudes as a mere place 0 
and the ministers stretch 
forth their hands to the gainsaying 
and rebellious. — While great efforts 
are made by charitable societies for 
the diffusion of some knowledge on 
the subject of moral conduct, and 
some of the duties of religion, little is 
attempted and still less effected, for | 
the eradication of the deadly natural 
depravity of the human heart by the! 


‘| “he 


imusenient ; 


excitement subsides. — ! 


ea sel cetera 


past, than flap} lication of vospel means. 


I | 
t 


‘and ripening its noxious fruits. 


- their care, and among | 


“setae 4 relig 








A few 
li branches are lopped off while the root 
lof bitterness remains in full strength 
| shooting forth branches 
Hence 
and immorality not only abound, 
but are on the tecrease from year to 


> 
Car. 
4 


Its vigorous 


vice 


‘ rc 
the accounts given Of the 
ou lil our count Vs b. 


fea are 
the 
? the great missionary 
schemes of the day P 


which ought to sa:isty themselves and 


prin ( spl actors 1n 


ee +. 
uUnrdertakin 


rs aud 


x 


“the public, that something else besides 


the spleudid works and popular doings 


, now in Operation, must bring mankind 


to righteousness and into conformity 
with the example and precepts of Jesus 
Christ. 

| ieee 

[From the Globe and Emerald.| 


| Ic is not many weeks since, that we 


called the attention of our readers to a 
rhapsodical harangue which came from 
the mouth of a Rev. Williara Craig 
Brownlee, D. D. &e &e. dignified 
with the appellation of * an oration;” 


4 1 
and quaimtly and aflectediy styled, 
~“ For foreign missions-—an oration,’’ 
&e. &c. In this “ oration,” part of 


debilitated | 


in the hour of hear- | 
doctrine expounded and 


living, 


which we were doomed to hear, the 
speaker employed some such language 
as the following—we quote from me- 
mory, but we pledge ourselves that the 
sense Is strictly preserved, and for the 
most part the very words, though we 
have not at this moment a printed copy 
‘to refer to—* Brethren and Sisters— 
he eternal destiny of thousands now 
and of thousands yet unborn, 
depends upon your conduct here to- 
night.”” We heard this sentence pro- 
nounced with an involuntary shudder. 
What! we asked ourselves, can it be 
possible that the eternal happiness or 
‘misery of one soul, living now perhaps 
in India or in Greenland, depends upon 
the mom entary caprice of some sleck- 


haired hy pocrite or gossip in this place? 
Will the giving or Ww ithholding a few 
cents eter nally save or damn some un- 





conscious Hindoo or Esquimaux? The 
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very supposition cone us. Yet such, 
according to the Rev. Dr. Brownlee, 
will actually be the case; as he proved, 
very satisfactorily, no doubt, to him- || 
self, by quoting a number of uncon- 
nected passages of Scripture, and then 


stringing them together—thus making | 


Scripture prove just what he wanted. 

It is now some months since this 
* oration’? was actually delivered. We 
were so much shocked and disgusted | 
at hearing it, that we strove to forget 
it; and we believe slrould have effected | 
our purpose, had not the subject been | 
lately forced upon us again by reading 
in some late religious publication, a very 
grave salidiiaton by some missionary 
gentleman, in which a proposition was 
stated, with all the arithmetical pre- 
cision of a village pedagogue in pre- 
scribing a sum in the “rule of three] 
direct,’’?—* If so many heathen can be 
converted in one year, how many years 
will it take to convert all the heathen 
in the world, taking their number at 
so many millions’’? 

We observe by the late English pa- 
pers that at a meeting of the “ Brent- 
ford branch Society, for maintaining 
Missionaries among the Heathen, held | 
at the Wesleyan Methodist Chapel in | 
old Brentford,’’ (near London) Tho- || 
mas Marriott, Esq. in the chair, a per- 
son who in the Report is styled the 
Rev. Charles Cooke, actually seems to 
represent himself as a recruiting ser- 


| and the Missionary Society. Let his 
|reverence speak for himself, and we 
| hope his statements and his arguments 
| will have as much weight as they de- 
serve. 

| «The Rev. Charles Cooke (announ- 
ced as having returned from Palestine 
and Jerusalem itself) seconded the re- 
|solution. I have, he began by ob- 
| serving, been thinking, ever since | 
i have been in this place, of the immense 
| value of sixpence. I have been calcu- 
lating the number of persons convert- 
led, and the expense of the missionaries, 
| and I find that each person converted 
] to God has cost about sixpence. Now, 
my dear brethren, how many sixpences 
have I squandered away, and sixpences 
iw orth of time! and yet for sixpence [| 
‘find that a soul mi; ght have been saved 
from everlasting denthe, and washed 
white in the bead of the Lamb of 
‘Christ. O my brethren, think of this. 
| (hear! ‘ji have been engaged in France 
as a missionary; I had four parishes 
wah ere to my charge, and Trance 
Is a country of great interest, im- 
|peding, as it does, the cause of civil- 
lization in Africa, for France is now 
the chief supporter of the slave trade. 

France is also the ereat supporter ©: 

the Man of Sin. W hen I went to 
France I was told that I should do no 
igood, for that the French were so 

frivolous,—but all that talk had no 
effect on me, for I thought that God 





geant for heaven, and to have entered 
into a contract to people that region || 
with souls, at sixpence a head ! ! Let | 


could, if he liked, save a Frenchman 
as well as an Englishman. Ina short 
time | was convinced of the truth of 


us not be accused of treating sacred | 


subjects lightly. We would wish to 
hold the name and character of Deity 
in the most profound reverence; we 


would speak of heaven, as those who | 


by @ patient continuance in well doing 
humbly hope for honour, immortality, 
eternal life. 
that we war; with that | 
we never will consent to a truce, or ac- 
cept conditions of peace. 

Jut we have detained our readers 
‘ov long trom the Rev. Charles Cooke, 


Tis with hy] pocrisy only 


would wage 


| 
y || preparing for the priesthood ) 


| this, for many came to listen to me; 
|, and several Pastors, Seminarists, (those 
&c. were 
converted to the word of life by the 
spirit of God. An account of these 
matters 1s already prepared for the 
|| press, and will soon a published. The 
|career and conversion of the yeung 
} Roman Catholic priest, in particular, 
'will be detailed. His case was men- 
tioned to the Vicar General, with the 
|inquiry,—What shall we do with this 
‘young man? ‘The Vicar General re- 
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plied, that there was no occasion to) 
hear him—Council of Trent had set- | 
tled all that; and the young man’s re- 
sidence was searched for materials of 
accusation, and some translations of 
the New Testament, moral tracts, &c. | 
found there, were denounced as § se- | 
ditious and immoral.’ ‘The wings of | 
death, quicker than those of love, car- | 
ried off this excellent young man; but! 
the conversion, the past letters, various 
documents, &c. would soon be before 
the world. 

«With respect to the Mahometans, 
amongst whom he had also been, there 
were some good things in the Koran; 
but Mahomet had the benefit of the 
Jewish and Christian writings to draw 
from; however, the Mahometans found 
nothing in the Koran but what was) 
calculated to fill them with horror, | 
and to give them a horrid idea of God. | 
The Jews, too, had the Law, but what | 
did it do for them? ‘Their condition 
was as bad as that of the Mahometans. | 
The Jews have confessed to me that | 
they do not know God with all their} 
heart, and soul, and mind; therefore | 
there is no chance for them—but that | 
they, like the Heathen and the Ma-! 
homeians, must be shut out for ever) 
from the presence of God. I said thus! 
much to the Jews,—it made some of | 
them turn pale; but others replied, | 
you might as well beat water with a| 
stick as endeavour to convert us; we| 
shall die in the religion in which we| 
This was their language 
to me in Jerusalem—but they there 
listened to me. However, the Jews do 
not, in fact, follow even their God; 
thev follow their Rabbins, &c. and! 
every thing the devil can devise. Sense | 
and imagination alone are consulted, | 
and they follow the lying miracles of} 
their priests. The Roman Catholics 








were born. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


at the same place are not in a much| 
better condition. Their bishop, though 
he has 150,000 of them under him, 
told me as much, and said any one of 
them (such was their sense of religion ) 
would cut his throat, or that of any! 





one, if they could get sixpence by it. 
But he thought there was the greatest 
encouragement to send missionaries 
there, as well as into France, if their 
funds would only afford it; but alas! 
he was told that their fund was in 





i debt. This, he hoped, would not long 


‘be the case. Not only was there an 
lexpectation in Ceylon, from alleged 
| prophecies and traditional statements, 
|that some great changes were about to 
be effected; the like feelings and ex- 
pectations prevailed in Jerusalem and 
Palestine, some of them founded on a 
book, entirely in figures, written by 
Mahomet’s nephew, and which book I 
have seen. Such being the case, and 
strangers and news from Europe being 
anxiously looked for, no time ought te 
be lost in sending out missionaries.” 


[From the London Missionary Register.) 
Anti-BrinticaL ReveLtuTion In Rvussta. 

A great revolution has of Jate taken 
place in Russia in regard to the Bible 
Society. This institution, which for 
several years pursued so distinguished 
a career, and promised to supply with 
the Word of Life not only the Russian 
population, but the numerous Heathen 
and Mahomedan tribes of that wide 
extended Empire, is now completely 
paralyzed in its exertions, and appears 
to be dying a lingering death. In con- 
sequence of the powerful opposition 
which was raised to the Bible Society, 
Prince Galitzin, its noble President, 
retired from that office; he, at the 
same time, resigned his situation as 
Minister of Religion, and a Russian 
Admiral was appointed in his place. 
Its no less excellent Secretary, Mr. 
| Papoff, who visited this country about 
| two years ago, and who was connect- 
ed with the censorship of the press, 
was afterwards put on his trial by the 
Criminal Court, respecting a book 
which had been publishing by Pastor 
Gossner, in which there were some re- 
flections which were considered as un- 
favourable to the doctrine of the Greek 
Church relative to the Virgin Mary. 
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Several others were also involved in 
the same prosecution, two of them 
pious men. Pastor Gossner himself, 
had, previous to this, been ordered 
away from Petersburg on a few days 
notice. The Powers of Darkness, in 
short, appear to be mustering their 
forces in the Russian Empire. ‘The 
measures pursued seem to be a part of 
that general system for arresting the 
progress of light, and for involving the 
nations in all the darkness of the mid- 
dle ages, which has of late years con-| 
stituted the distinguishing characteris- | 
tic of the policy of most of the Conti-| 
nental princes | 

Among the fruits of the revolution’ 
in regard to the Bible Society in Rus- | 
sia, it may be mentioved, that though} 
it was at one time intended that the 





missionaries at Astrachan should be} 


employed in printing a new and cor- | 
rect edition of Martyn’s Persian Tes-| 
tament, and though the types had 
been ordered and had arrived in Peters-| 
burg, it has been since resolved uot to| 
proceed with the printing of it. The} 
missionaries were likewise informed, | 
that the ‘Tartar-Turkish Version of! 
the Old Testament, preparing by Mr. 
Dickson, would have to be submitted 
to the Archbishops of Astrachan; oil 
that the publication, in Russia, of the! 
Old ‘Testament in that language, even 
if the Version were completed, may be 
considered as very problematical. In} 
the present state of aflairs, it was not 
even deemed safe to print Tracts, with- 
out first submitting them to the Cen-|| 
sorship; for though their having done | 

| 





so formerly was winked at, it was not 
supposed it would be tolerated now;| 
and the punishment, for a breach of | 
the law on this head, would be not 
only the suppression of the work, but | 
a severe fine, 1f not even banishment. 

Among the Missions that have been | 
lately abandoned in the Russian Em- 
pire, for want of success, and the op-. 

















5 


position of the government, is that at | 
’ e } ; . 
jerepta, founded by the Moraviaus asi 





long ago as 1765, and recently occu- 
pied by the Moravians and the London 
Missionary Society Also, the Mis. 
sions at Astrachan, and in the Crimea, 
founded by missionaries from Scotland, 
and which have been supported at a 
great expense. This does not much 
look as if the millenium was to be 
brought about by the missionary un- 
dertakings and associations of the pre- 
sent day. : 

A few years since, the Empero 
Alexander was highly extolled for his 
religion, and great expectations were 
entertained by the friends o: Missions, 
with regard to the success of mission- 
ary efforts, and the distribution ot the 
Bible in the Russian Empire. ‘Those 
expectations appear now to be wholly 
blasted. After all, perhaps the © au- 
tocrat of all the Russias,”’ in opposing 
the missionaries, is actuated more by a 
jealous fear that they will intermeddle 
in the affairs of his government, than 
by any real hostility to genuime reli- 
gion, or to any kind of religion. He 
has no doubt heard or read of such 
things, and is determined to be the 
sole ruler throughout his vast domi- 
mons. It is probable he has just about 
as much religion now, and just as lit- 


‘tle, as he ever had or ever will be like- 


ly to have; and it is a great pity and 
a disgrace that no one in this day who 
is great, rich, or noble, can show any 
respect to christianity aud to imissiona- 
ry operations, without being extolled 
to the skies, and represented as a saint. 


| From a late paper. | 

SPIRIT OF THE TIMES—in Europe. 

By all accounts, the members of the 
notorious junta, called the Holy Al- 
liance, are employing the powerful 
means which they possess, to pre- 
vent the progress of liberal opinions 
throughout their territories. Fore- 


|most, in this attempt, we find the 


‘‘magnanimous” Alexander, the pa- 
tron of Bible societies, and the boast- 
ed friend of the emancipation of the 
human race. He is stated to have or- 
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dered the director general of ecclesias- 
tical affairs for the Russian empire, to 
issue an ukase for the seizure of several 
writings, which were considered hos- 
tile to the established faith; a number 
of which had been, in consequence, 
placed under seals, to be judged of by 
the ecclesiastical director; and a strict 
search made after similar productions, 
in all seminaries, schools, and cloisters, 
throughout the empire. The king of 

Sardinia, in imitation of the Russien 
autocrat, and te show his subserviency 
to the views of the “holy band¢,’’ had 
carried matters so far as to issue an or- 
donnance prohibiting reading and wri- 
ting to be taught to any one who had 
not property to the amount of 1500 
francs! The person teaching, and the 
person learning, in controvention of 
this ordonnance, were both hable to 
punishment. 





AND FUTURE 
OF EUROPE. 
'ranslated from a late 


PRESENT STATE 
French paper. 


Where is the political balance of Eu- 


|con ipare -d with the great empire. 
‘is a great defect in our system of ba- 


to it. Russia, with a European popu- 
lation of 47 millions, and 10 millions 
of Asiatics—Austria with 30 millions, 
and France with $1 millions, are not 
so unequal in strength as they may. be 
supposed to be; for a dense popula- 
tion is more powerful in every respect 
than the same or a greater number 
scattered over a large surface. France 
has 3048 imhabitants, and Austria 
2418, in a space of territory where 
Russia has but 662. But Prussia has 
every thing against her; a population 
of less thas 12 millions, rather more 
scattered than that of Austria, an ex- 
tended frontier open to Russia, and a 
revenue of 77 millions of florins op- 
posed to the 130 millions of Russia, 


give her the rank of a secondary state 
This 


lance. The kingdom of Poland united 
to Prussia, with its four millions of in- 
habitants, full of antipathy towards the 
Prussians, would not restore a balance 
of power. 

We shall be told, that the Austria, 





rope, after so many revolutions, wars, 
conquests, and divisions? Is it firmly | 
established? Does it totter upon un- 
solid foundations? Does it 
guaranties for the continuance of 
Or, does it enclose the germs 
of new wars? What is to be the rela- 
tive rank of France? 


peace ° 


| 
furnish | 


} . . . . 
‘tiers. But how unsolid is their union— 


‘Prussia, and Germanic confederation 
‘combined, 


450,000 soldiers and 
54 millions of inhabitants, and can ar- 
rest or even humble the colossal power 
which hangs over their eastern tron- 


have 


how weak their fraternal love! 
Austria itself is rather an ag grega- 


ive principal powers, Russia, F rance, ;}tion of states and people, than an em- 


Austria, England, and Prussia, in a 





time of peace, keep 1,300,000 men 
under arms. All the other powers |, 
have but 560,000 soldiers. 





would then be at the mercy of the 
great powers, whenever these might } 
concert. Happily, this mutual under- 
standing 1s impossible; but it is pos- 
sible for two or three powers to league 
together to oppress and partition a 
small state of such geographic posi- 
tion that it could not be succoured by 
other great powers. 

Among the five powers themselves, 
there is one which in strength is f far| 
below the rank which politics assign! 





They |) | four 


pire or nation. Six millions of Ger- 
mans, four of Hungarians, twelve of 
Sclavonians, Bohemians, and Poles, 
of Italians; absolute power in 
| one province, aristocracy in another; 
different degrees of civilization, and 
some millions of protestants and dis- 
senting Greek religionists in Hungary, 
as formerly in Poland, are elements too 
discordant and heterogeneous to be 
united and governed by one sceptre. 
They will never present a united whole 
so strong as that of France or the Rus- 
sian empire. 

France is the most solid and com- 
having a 





pact nation on the continent, 
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homogeneous population, informed and 
warlike, with a well defined territory. 
But this body requires a soul—a na- 
tional spirit. We dispute on questions 
of theology—we differ in opinion on 
the first principles of society—and 
our constitution is secretly attacked. 
Whenever France shall be without the 
power required by her position, the 
best guaranty will be lost to Europe, 
and especially to the minor constitu- 
tional states. 

The number of states at present 
without any weight in the political 
balance indicates the elements of war 
rather than of peace. Twenty millions 
of Italians, and sixteen of Spaniards 
and Portuguese, are excluded from all 
influence in the general affairs of Eu- 
rope. This population is concentrated 
‘in very fertile countries. What a 


temptation would it be to a great man 
on a throne, or an ambitious and saga- 
cious cabinet, to subjugate and parti- 
tion them! 

As to the destinies of Europe, pro- 


vidence alone knows if they be fixed; 
if the Holy Alliance, in explaining it- 
self freely and liberally on the legiti- 
mate rights of the people, will satisfy 
and calm their minds; or whether our 
splendid empires are to be crushed and 
destroyed by each other, and nations 
to be buried under the ruins; or whe- 
ther they will be able to establish a 
more solid and happy order of things 
from the wreck. It is certain that. a 
balance of physical power, independent 
of moral principles, equity, and national 
sentiments, will never secure a state of 
peace, and may at any moment be d 


stroyed, and followed by an univer: sal | 


war. 


[From the New York Observe, 
MODERN RELIGIOUS SECT 
A correspondent of the Commercial 
Advertiser, writing from Upper Cana- 


da, gives the following account of a 


<t 


About 36 miles from York there js 
a singular sect of people, called “ Da- 
vidites,’’ or the ** Children of Peace.” 
| Their founder and present leader, is 
David Wilson. He was formerly a 
member of the society of Friends, as 
were many of his followers. They 
emigrated from the state of Pennsyl- 
vania about 25 years ago, and they 
have now a society of from 180 to 
200. ‘They reside in families and close 
to each other, forming a community 
something like the Shakers. Although 
called the **Children of Peace,’’ David 
has fifty of them completely armed— 
and I understand a part of their wor- 
ship consists of military display. They 
have recently commenced the building 
of a temple, which, like that of Solo- 
mon, is to be seven .years in building. 
The frame is 60 feet square, and was 
prepared at a distance, and brought 
and put together without “the sound 
of a hammer or an axe being heard.” 
It is to be ornamented within and with- 
out, and although it will be costly, yet 
the treasury of David will not admit 
of the splendour which was displayed 
by Solomon. The building is to be 
three stories high, with a steeple. 
From the base to the top of the first 
story is 70 feet, and when that was 
completed, 24 females ascended and 
sung an evening anthem just as the 
sun was sinking in the west. They 
have a small place of worship, in which 
there 1s a good organ. ‘They 
procession to their place of worship, 
ae females taking the lead, being pre- 
ceded by banners, and two of their 
number playing on the lute. They 
have two nunneries for females—one 


ads 
go iit 








ike" by two in breadth. 


for those of the age of 8 and under 
| 16, and the other for those above 16. 
|| These singular people occupy a rich 
[tract of country, above five miles in 
They use 
the plain language, but I have not 
| been able to ascertain what are their 


sect distinguished by some remarkable | | | peculiar doctrines. They do not object 


pecult aritie S, 
‘hat 
‘ 


wl ) are tal lis 


provi iyi 


sh. d 1 | 


to take the ordinary oath in courts of 
On the Sabbath that I spent 


iustic ~ 
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at York, they were to hold a “ Love 


Feast,’? and many went out to be pre- | 


sent. It is not like the Love Feast of 
the Moravians and Methodists, where 
bread and water are only made use of, 
but they partake of the best which the 
country affords. 


[From the National Intelligencer.} 

Gentlemen, —On my way to York 
Town, Pennsylvania, I got the Intel- 
ligencer of the 27th ult. and in it, in 
a note, 1 observed the following para- 
graph—* They have known an Indian 
to tell a lie in council ;’?’—which 1s so 
much at variance with any thing I had 
ever seen or observed amongst them, 
from the years 1785 to 1794, inclu- 
sive, in each of which years I spent 
from five to nine months each year in 
the woods surveying of lands, and in 
which time I was frequently at their 
towns, or had some of them in the 
woods with me, as friends, every year, 
and I never knew them to trespass the 
rules of good breeding; which induces 
me to send you the enclosed fact, at 
which I was present. 

JOHN ALDUM. 

October 4, 1825. 

He once told a le—was the emphati- 
cal language used to me by an Indian 
in the year 1794, when I was attend- 
ing to the surveying of a large body 
of lands in what was then called the 
French creek country, and west of the 
Alleghany river; and as some of my 
people were killed by the western In- 
dians, I found it necessary, while the 
surveying was going on, to visit the 


Indian towns, on the Alleghany river, | 


frequently. They were inhabited by 


the Senecas. General Wayne was then | 


on his way with his army to the In- 
dian settlements on the Miami river 
of the Lake. 

One day when I was at the Corn- 
planter’s town, the news-shout (as it 
is called) was heard; all the Indians in 
the village immediately retired to their 
houses, (and even their dogs went with 


them) when an old man went out to 
' meet the person who brought the news, 
‘and to take him to the Long or Coun- 
' cil House, where a fire was made, and 
‘refreshments were carried to him, and 
‘time given for him to dress and paint 
himself, so as to appear decent. When 
sufficient time had elapsed for these 
|operations to be performed, the chiefs 
'went first to the house, and as the 
young men were following, I asked an 
Indian who spoke English, and to 
whom (as he professed to be a priest, 
'physician, and conjurer) I gave the 
iname of Doctor, whether there was 
‘any impropriety in my going to hear 
‘the news? He said, no—and that as 
I was received as a friend and visiter, 
all their houses were open to me, and 
if I did not go without any ceremony 
‘it would appear as if 1 doubted their 
words and hospitality, which was con- 
sidered as the greatest affront that 
could be put on an Indian. For if 
there was any secret business going 
on, they would inform me of it in a 
friendly way, and then I mght retire. 
| [ accordingly went into the house with 
him, when the chiefs immediately rose 
aud gave me a seat among them. All 
ithe Indians in the house were smoking 
‘their pipes when I came in, and the 
stranger was sitting oj posite the chiefs 
l'on a seat, or rather a platform, by him- 
self. The ume appeared to me very 
long, as I was anxious to hear the 
‘news, being much interested in the 
event, as the Indians had heen de- 
| liberating whether cr not they would 
|| permit me to continue surveying, ot 
''send me out of the country; and what 
‘surprised me was, that no one, contra- 
iry to their usual custom, asked him 
for the news, and I was at a loss to 
account for their conduct. Eventually, 
the Indian himself, after prefacing the 
business with telling them, he had no 
‘doubt as they knew he had been te 
the West, they would be gratified in 
hearing his news; to which no one in 
the company appeared to assent to or 
Ito negative. He then gave an ac- 
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count of an affair between a convoy || spect as those who feel conscientiously 
of Americans (who were carrying re- bate ~ hi to es ya the truth, th: 
: a a sractice of lying will contim 2 
inforcements and provisions to one of en the le in spite of 

yy rent he Indians, {uy.the remonstrances and denunciations 
our frontier posts ) and the indians, || delivered from the pulpit.—Zd. Ref. 
and that they had killed the command- 
ing officer and a number of our men. [From the New York Telescope. } 
And after he had related all he had to Fifty dollars offered for the best trea.’ 
say, no one asked him for any particu- tise to show how to extort money from 

- ; E , the credulous; and to prove that those 
lars of the action, or for any corrobo-|| eg , 

, : hic who do not give it to advance the popu. 
rating circumstance, w Te. iE lar schemes of the day, shall be damned. 
to me very unaccountable, as 1ad —— ap en 
" y pees , From the N. Y. Religious Chronicele. 
formerly observed they were particu- , 

. - . > 7 8," ~ * ry m m r ry’ * 
and were very cautious not to do or|! The committee of the American Tra: 
say any thing to hurt their feelings; | Society, instituted at New York, ha 
and soon after the chiefs and the other receiv ed a donation of /fty dollars, \ to 
Indians began to leave the house. I) constitute a premium to be awarded 
left the house with the Doctor. As||to the writer of the best tract, in the 
soon as we had passed the door, I ex- | judgme nt of the Publishing Commit. 
pressed my surprise to him at the man- | tees which shall be presented previous 

z 





ner they treated the man who brought |} to the first day of January next, on the 
the news, as it was so different from || duty of professors of religion, especially 
any treatment [ had before seen, when || } those who have naa, to consecrate 
visited by strangers—and that [ would } their property to the spread of th 
thank him to inform me of the cause || Gospel. 





of it. When he, without any hesita- || ‘<The thought,” says a communi 
tion, and with considerable emphasis, || cation from the donor, “rests with 
answered, Fle once told a le—and con- || weight on my mind, that in making a 
tinued, what that man said may be so; | profession of religion, we consecrate 
true, may be so nut—we always listen to 


‘our property, as wall as ourselves, to 
the service of God. Yet are not many 
when we know himto bea har. But! cullty of the si 


sin which was visited 
whether we believe him or not, it is) with such signal vengeance upon Aa- 
not our custom to let him know, or to)! nanias and Saphira, of keeping back 


fay any thine on the subject 3 for if we a part ot what they have devoted to 
had asked him any questions about the! the Lord? I tremble especially for 
tight, it would have been a great grati- 


what a news man kas to say, 


' 


ithe wealthy professor, lest to very 
fication to him, as he wuld have con- | / many such the saying of our Lord 
cluded some of oe company did be- should be verified, k hy it is * easier for 
lieve him, which is a thing we do not} a camel to “Oo throug +h the eye of a 
| needle, than for a rich man to enter 
been gurlt y of =e * a lie And he into the kingdom of God.’ a 
concluded * saving — -H e all one as'| something be published in the invitlug 
alead.”’ | form of a tract, that shall bring home 
(If the same kind of negative punish- |} to the consciences of professors ot Te 
ment was exereised towards every one |} ligion these solemn truths _ 
who tells a lie in civilized society, it}} The communications should be 2¢- 
would have a more powerful tendency toll dressed to Mr. William A. Hallock, 
put a stop to the disgraceful practice of) Corresponding Secretary of the Socie- 
ving, than all the dry lectures on the | ‘ No. 3. Cedar § Naas York: 
sabroct throughout christendom. So long Ys O. sy edar otreet, iNeV 
peaple guilty of falsehoods, are coun- and the wishes of the writefs, as 1 
ed, 3 treated with the same re- ! the mentioning of their names, ave 


mdulge my person in who has once 
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the disposal of their manuscripts ‘after 
they had been read by the committee, 
will be in all respects strictly complied 
with. 


Remarks by the Editor of the Telescope. 


So much for the famous National | 


Tract Society. Instead of publishing 
tracts to reform mankind and promote 


pra. ‘tical piety, a premium of fifty dollars | 
is offered to find out a more successful | 
way of begginz money to learn young’ 
men the trade of preaching ; and to. 


support the numerous auti-christian 


societies, set on foot by worldly, in- || 


terested, and designing men, in direct | 
opposition to es spirit and precepts || 


of the gospel. The crafty and am- 


bitious designs of the priesthood are 


plainly and indisputably manifested 


the formation of the American Tract ' 


society All their faculties are put 
upon the stretch to devise and invent 


plaus to gain an ascendency over other 


sects, to establish a national religion, 


and thus accomplish their soul dest roy- | 


wig aud God dishonouring schemes. 
To use smooth and soft language in| 
cases of this kind, is actually criminal 


and come out against these characters 


, * 


diced . 7 7 ¢ oa ' . : » . ‘ 
try ke the frogs and locusts of Egypt) 
we need not expect ina few years to 


have a vestige of religion left. Now ii 
is the time to awake and oppose them 


successtully; soon it will be too late; 
the power and authority which they 
soon may gain, will bid defiance to all! 
opposition; and then Satan, whose c/- 
ven foot is NOW SO Con: spicuous sly shown, 
will triumph over the ruin of our civil 
and religious hberty, as in the coun- 
tries in Europe, where priestcraft has 
been suffered to flourish and reign 
without control. 

“There are times when it is crimi- 
nal, when it is a renunciation of prin- 
‘Ipie, for an honest press to be silent: 
When truth is assailed, or religion at- 
tacked, or morality abu sed-—for a pub- 

journalist to be silent under such 


‘circumstances, is to be subservient to 
corruption. The conductors of an 
honest press should be like those sen- 
tinels mentioned by the Prophet Jere- 
| 'miah, ‘who will never hold their peace.’ 

| They should not, in the language of 
another Prophet, be as ‘dumb dogs,’ 
but they should give warning to ‘the 
nation, when the rights of the people, 
the liberties of the country, or the 
| purity of religion are attacked. The 
man who dines not condemn principles 
inimical to civil and religious liberty, 
is unworthy to be a public journalist.” 





EXECUTION. 
| The following account of the ex- 
ecution of James Reynolds, the mur- 
derer of Capt. West, is taken from the 
' National Gazette of Nov. 21. 

« James Reynolds was hung at New 
. York, on Saturday. As asia, there 
was much parade, military and reli- 
‘gious, at his execution. The criminal 
! rode in a barouche; he delivered a 
speech; the clergy prayed and sang; 
| and ‘when the exercises were ooucla- 
ded,’ they snook hands with him, &c. 


_- : ; 
| Lhe New York Commercial Adver- 


lf the press does not sound the alarm, | 


tiser has made the most of the affair 


y| In three columns of report, and turnish- 
tll }° — - < 
(which Gisgrace and annoy our coun- 


ed a long letter from Reynolds to his 
/W ife, of the most pious strain imagina- 
| ble. The last paragraph of it, as fol- 
i lows, is a fair sainple of the whole. 
|  ** The surgeons may have my poot 
| body, but my Saviour will have my 
| precious soul. [ see angels in my room 
at night ready to carry it to Abraham’s 
| bosom the moment it is separated from 
ithe body. ‘There has been somet hing 
|| revealed to me a few nights ago, from 
the invisible world, which I am bound 
to keep secret from any person but one 
man. [am happy, happy—farewell. 
Iam your’s while living, and shall be 
equally so when dying.’ 

‘This is almost blasphemy; but, as 
the Advertiser acknowledges that the 
| language of the murderer” s speech * be- 
|trayed great ignorance,’ we must pre- 
ame, from the language and tenor oi 
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the letter, that it was written for him 
and not dy him. We cannot admire 
these putative compositions, any more 
than the general endeavour to canonize 
wretches, who imbrue their hands in 
the blood of their fellow creatures, in 
the most ferocious manner, and from 
the vilest of motives. 

“We see by the Baltimore papers 
that a negro woman, Mary Williams, 
has been convicted by a jury in the 
City Court, of murder in the first de- 
gree, perpetrated with fell cruelty, up- 
on a relatively small provocation. In 
all likelihood, this fury will suffer ca- 
pital punishmcnt, and she too will be 
converted into a seraph. We shall be 
told, perhaps, that she also was visited 
by angels in her prison, and had a par- 
ticular revelation from the Most High. 
And, then, who would not wish to be 
placed m the same situation, to be 
blessed with celestial visions here and 
assured of supreme beatitude here- 
after? So much for public executions 
as they are conducted in our regencra- 
tive times. 

* Within the present year, several 
cases have been related, of persons who 
have committed suicide, and particular- 
ly of some poor women who destroyed 
their the 
same moment, under the impression 
that they thereby immediately secured 
their salvation. ‘These pompous ac- 
counts of the sanctification of felons 
huve a direct tendency to beget a simi- 
lar illuston in minds susceptible of fa- 
naticism; or, at least, they deprive the 
punishment of death of those effects 
wpon the multitude which mainly con- 
stitute the policy of it 


chiidren and themselves at 


; adoption. — 


, ‘ s ° . | 
Its glories and its promises outdo or| 


for 
he victim on earth—harps are strung 


° ry 
counteract its terrors.— L'ears flow 


or him above—Heaven opens to re- 
‘eive him—his end 1s so fortunate that 
t is to be universally desired at almost 
any sacrifice.”’ 


{From the Christian [aquirer.) 


Relicious government has been of 


— 


long standing. The first direction of 
it was to the conscience, and the second 
to the cash. So soon as the cash wa; 
received plentifully, it assumed a sta. 
tion of importance: and the’ authority 
of the church began, by degrees, to 
exert a control over the resident politi. 
cal governments. ‘This is established 
by the Patriarchs of Constantinople, 
the Popes of Rome, and the Church 
of England. Money gave power; and 
power usurped control. It 1s unneces. 
sary to detail the means made use of by 
the Church to obtain an ascendant first 
over the mind; next over the purse; 
and lastly to usurp a participation and 
control over the operations of govern- 
ment. They are freely circulated and 
familiarly known. 

It behoves us as a people to look 
forward. What has been, may be again. 
When congregations receive lands to 
a certain amount; have officers, and 
authority, in every small district; and 
all these corporations subject to one 
‘head, one direction,—and one will o 
ithe superior;—we see the top of the 
imountain, and its base co-extensive 
‘with the state We have an ecclesias- 
‘tical empire within an empire: a wheel 
within a wheel, which always implies 
‘political contrivance. 
| duct those who can look into futu- 
'rities, down the Jong vista of time, pre- 
dict: let those acquainted with the hu- 

man mind, declare: let those who cat 
parade the passions, demonstrate: let 
those skilled in ancient and modern 
‘history of the church, pronounce the 
| danger. 
| ‘his is not written to cry down one 
|; party and to support another; to sow 
‘discord by exciting distrust—but from 
a conviction that it is a political error 
' to have so many corporate bodies which 
|, May in time entangle the operations of 
| state government, or control its au- 
‘thority. ‘Yhis error may be extended 
‘in its effects to the general governmen 
‘of the Union. 

| It is sufficient that every religious 
‘society exists, and is supported in the 
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privilege of worshipping according to sovereign control. In every age of the 
the consciences of its members. This|| world, in every country, and under 
implies no participation of power—no|| every system of religion, this has been 
nnion of church and state—no endless||the case. No matter whether the reli- 
creations of corporations which may |j gion has been Jewish, Pagan, Mahom- 
erect their crest, and endeavour to rein |} etan, or Christian, the self-same desire 
up the ruling authorities of a just gov-|} to rule has been predominant; the same 
ernment: or at a time more propitious|| disposition to deceive the multitude and 
to their purposes, to pull it down, and || keep them in darkness ;* and the same 
erect their own on its ruins. spirit of persecution has ever been ma- 
In truth, I dread the union of church|| nifest. Hence we must conclude that 
and state—I dread those unlimited cor-|| there is an union of interest and feel- 
porations in number, and endless in ing among mercenary priests of every 
duration: for a corporation never dies. || religion, from one side of the habitable 
globe to the other. 
For the Reformer. Kings and princes finding that the 
‘And besides when all our colleges |}ignorance of the multitude was favour- 
are under our influence, it wiJ] establish able to the exercise of despotic author- 
our sentiments and influence, so that we ity, cherished an order of men whose 
can manage the civil government aS WE ll; terests were similar to their own. 
please.’— Rev. Dr. Burton. : : 
; Hence the imposing ceremonies of 
It is high time that the friends of ||coronations, and other royal exhibi- 
religious freedom and toleration should |/tions, in which priests make so con- 
assume a bolder tone and take a high- || spicuous a figure, in order that thrones 
er stand. When the organs of a reli- |; founded in violence and cemented by 
gious faction, depending on the per- i blood, may seem to exist by the sanc- 
manence of their influence, dare to ut-|/tion of Jehovah himself. From these 
ter their treasonable purposes in terms || facts we draw the conclusion that cor- 
which cannot be misunderstood, it be- ‘| rupt priests and kings of every nation 
comes the sentinels of liberty to sound lof the earth are bound together by the 
such a tocsin of alarm as shall thrill | strong bonds of interest. In conjunc- 
throuch the bosom of every American ||tion, they ever have been striving to 
citizen. We are perfectly aware that |/exercise over mankind the most des- 
we have among us a set of men who | potic and lawless authority; and they 
are trying to assume to themselves the |jalways will be striving to attain this 
chief direction of our civil affairs. || 
Their interests are in direct opposition | _* “The people,” says Bishop Synne- 
to those of community. Ambitious || ‘!"5: “are epmows of being deceived, 
and aspiring, this high-mimded aristo- || 70 “S a oe ee ae 
cracy look forward to that period when || rina ae of oe ow gone iy te “ses on 
their dark intrigues will be fully de<|ithey shut themscls “ sis tote eal rao 4 
g y ’ u mi yes up im their temples, 
veloped in the destruction of our liber-| and then composed their mysteries out 
ties: when the hardy yeomen of this || °! the reach of the eyes of the people. 
country shall bow their servile necks to || 1°" ~~ ine people been in the secret 
a yoke of religious despotism:—when pene. —. retry been offended at the de- 
Pat an. i ° ception played upon them. 
a thick gloom will overspread thel} <a ‘yitle jaroon? cave Crowory Navi. 
mental atmosphere, changing the sun}|enzen to St ieee, Saye ee nay 
: 51S C enzen to St. Jerome, ‘fis ali that is ne- 
of our political system to darkness, cessary to impose on the people; the less 
and its moon to blood. It has been || they comprehend the more they admire. 
and ever will be the darling desire of easing tamagaoe and doctors of the chureh 
corrupt and ambitious priests, that the Save Gen sakk wat wae, Cyay- Seameet 


} : . ° 
. but what circumstances and necessity dic- 
fest of mankind be subjected to their !itated to them.” . 
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the letter, that it was written for him 
and not dy him. We cannot admire 
these putative compositions, any more 
than the general endeavour to canonize 
wretches, who imbrue their hands in 
the blood of their fellow creatures, in 
the most ferocious manner, and from 
the vilest of motives. 

** We sce by the Baltimore papers 
that a negro woman, Mary Williams, 
has been convicted by a jury in the 
City Court, of murder in the first de- 
gree, perpetrated with fell cruelty, up- 
on a relatively small provocation. In 
all likelihood, this fury will suffer ca- 
pital punishment, and she too will be 
converted into a seraph. We shall be 
told, perhaps, that she also was visited 
by angels in her prison, and had a par- 
ticular revelation from the Most High. 
And, then, who would not wish to be 
placed m the same situation, to be 
blessed with celestial visions here and 
assured of beatitude here- 
after? So much for public executions 
as they are conducted in our regencra- 


tive times. 


supreme 


“ Within the present year, several 
cases have been related, of persons who 
have committed suicide, and particular- 
ly of some poor women who destroyed 
their chiidren and themselves at the 
same moment, under the impression 
that they thereby immediately secured 
their salvation. These pompous ac- 
counts of the sanctification of felons 
huve a direct tendency to beget a simi- 
jar illuston in minds susceptible of fa- 
uaticism ; or, at least, they depris e the 
punishment of death of those effects 
pon the multitude which mainly con- 
stitute the policy of its adoption.— 
Its g/ories and its 
counteract its terrors.—‘l'ears flow 


promises outdo or 
for 
ehe victim on earth—harps are strung 
or him above—Heaven opens to re- 
‘ceive him—his end is so fortunate that 
t is to be universally desired at almost 
any sacrifice.” 


i From the 


es 
Relicious 


Christian Inquirer.) 


cr 
5 


overnment has been of 


long standing. The first direction of 
it was to the conscience, and the second 
to the cash. So soon as the cash was 
received plentifuily, it assumed a ta. 
tion of importance: and the’ authority 
of the church began, by degrees, to 
exert a control over the resident politi. 
cal governments. This is established 
by the Patriarchs of Constantinopk, 
the Popes of Rome, and the Church 
of England. Money gave power; and 
power usurped control. It is unneces. 
sary to detail the means made use of by 
the Church to obtain an ascendant first 
lover the mind; next over the purse; 
and lastly to usurp a participation and 
control over the operations of govern- 
ment. They are freely circulated and 
familiarly known. 

It behoves us as a people to look 
forward. What has been, may be again. 
When congregations receive lands to 
a certain amount; have officers, and 
authority, in every small district; and 
all these corporations subject to one 
head, one dircction,—and one will o! 
ithe superior;—we see the top of the 
‘mountain, and its base co-extensive 
with the state. We have an ecclesia 
‘tical empire within an empire: a wheel 
within a wheel, which always implies 
political contrivance. 
| = Luet those whe can look into futu- 
‘ritics, down the Jong vista of time, pre- 
| dict: let those acquainted with the hu- 
‘man mind, declare: let those who can 
| parade the passions, demonstrate: let 
‘those skilled in ancient and modern 
‘history of the church, pronounce the 
| dang er. 
| ‘his is not written to cry down one 
party and to support another; to sow 
‘discord by exciting distrust—but from 
‘a conviction that it is a political error 
' to have so many corporate bodies which 
|, May mn time entangle the operations of 
| state government, or control its au- 
thority. ‘his error may be extended 
‘in its effects to the general government 
‘of the Union. | 
| It is sufficient that every religious 
‘society exists, and is supported in the 
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privilege of worshipping according: to| sovereign control. In every age of the 
the consciences of its members. ‘I his|} world, in every country, and under 
implies no participation of power—no|| every system of religion, this has been 
nnion of church and state—no endless the case. No matter whether the reli- 
creations of corporations which may |j gion has been Jewish, Pagan, Mahom- 
erect their crest, and endeavour to rein|} etan, or Christian, the self-same desire 
up the ruling authorities of a just gov-|| to rule has been predominant; the same 
ernment: or at a time more propitious|| disposition to deceive the multitude and 
to their purposes, to pull it down, and|} keep them in darkness;* and the same 
erect their own on its ruins. spirit of persecution has ever been ma- 

In truth, I dread the union of church nifest. Hence we must conclude that 
and state—I dread those unlimited cor-|| there is an union of interest and feel. 
porations in number, and endless in ing among mercenary priests of every 
duration: for a corporation never dics. || religion, from one side of the habitable 
globe to the other. 

For the Reformer. Kings and princes finding that the 

‘And besides when all our colleges ||ignorance of the multitude was favour- 
are under our influence, it will establish |]able to the exercise of despotic author- 
our sentiments and influence, so that we ity, cherished an order of men whose 
can manage the civil government as we snterests were similar to their own. 
please.’”— Rev. Dr. Burton. : ; , 
Hence the imposing ceremonies of 

It is high time that the friends of ||coronations, and other royal exhibi- 
religious freedom and toleration should ||tions, in which priests make so con- 
assume a bolder tone and take a high-||spicuous a figure, in order that thrones 
er stand. When the organs of a reli- |; founded in violence and cemented by 
cious faction, depending on the per- i blood, may seem to exist by the sanc- 
manence of their influence, dare to ut-|/tion of Jehovah himself. From these 
ter their treasonable purposes in terms i facts we draw the conclusion that cor- 
which cannot be misunderstood, it be- | rupt priests and kings of every nation 
comes the sentinels of liberty to sound lof the earth are bound together by the 
such a tocsin of alarm as shall thrill | strong bonds of interest. In conjunc- 
throuch the bosom of every American ||tion, they ever have been striving to 
citizen. We are perfectly aware that | exercise over mankind the most des- 
ve have among us a set of men who || potic and lawless authority; and they 
are trying to assume to themselves the |jalways will be striving to attain this 
chief direction of our civil affairs. || 

















rey . . . . rs Bp. . ‘ r . . ‘ >. > a ° ‘ 
heir interests are in direct opposition || _* “ The people,” says Bishop Synne- 
‘ 1 ~ . °° ilejue $6 wr yegs TotT : F J o ee 
‘o those of community. Ambitious |) US: are desirous of being deceived, 
and aspiring, this high-mimded aristo- | 
cracy look forward to that period when 
| ° % i - « . . . 
their dark intrigues will be fully de- 
veloped in the destruction of our liber- 

lece %, ‘ > tiof the acl { Ce eres ' po 
tles:—when the hardy yeomen of this || : ' ae vo we eee the people. 
a — ey ‘ . i| Or bra the Hcopl : bee i be seCcTet 
country shall bow théir servile necks to |), ie ee ee ee 
' ae" - £ i; 4 : 63 ; they Mrcit have been ofticnded at the de- 
7 > a fan _ 12 \ _— , hal . 

” ce © re 1g10US Gespo ISM: a len | ception plaved upon them. 
a thick gloom will overspread the!] «4 qth tarwon.” cave € ee 
“aed ; . A dittie jargon,” says Gregory Nazi- 
ich a ST) re ~belen oP . . on ‘4 ° . 

f ta atmosp 1ere, C langIng the sun}ienzen to St. Jerome, **is all that is ne- 
of our political system to darkness, || cessary to impose on the people; the less 
cies eee ke : é . 
and its moon to blood. tt has been — comprehend the more thes admire. 
Ro erdiege: : Our forefathers and doctors of the chure 
and ever will be the darling desire of aa ithcrs and doctors of the chure hh 


Corrupt and biti iests, that tk have often said not what they thought 
i r 2efeC « > é ‘ . >. 
P GC AMDITIOUS Priests, 1 | but what circumstances and necessity dic- 


}and we cannot act othc rwise concerning 


icient pricsts of Rgvpt; and for this reason 
te shut themselyes up in their temples, 
and then composed their mysteries out 








fest of mankind be subjected to their !itatcd to them.” 


them.’ ‘Phe case was similar with the an-- 
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end until human nature undergoes al| [rom the Pittsburgh ( Pa.) Recorder.) 
complete renovation. OBSERVANCE OF THE SABBATH, 

What are our present prospects? As|}| Two petitions will in a few days be 
far as we are permitted to look into}; printed and circulated, for subscription 
the sanctum sanctorum of clerical poli- |, by christians and citizens who revere 
cy, we find that plots are forming }|the institution of the Sabbath, and are 
against us of the most alarming char-!! sensible of its importance to the wel. 
acter. The clergy, in a dark and in-’ fare of civil society—one of which will 
sidious manner, are poisoning that) 
fountain from whence flows the inde-‘i State, praying for the passage of such 
pendence of society. ‘They are now |\a law as may check the _profanation 
planning those causes of which the ef-|!and secure the observance of the Sab. 
fects may not be fully and plainly de-' bath: the other will be addressed to 
veloped for years to come. Some of | 


be addressed to the Legislature of this 
no 


the Postmaster General, praying that 
the inhabitants of the east have the art |’ such alterations may be made in the 
‘present arrangement for the conveyr- 
| ance of the U. S. mails, (especially as 
process, until the victims of their cru-} it respects the State of Peansylvania) 
elty are brought to a miserable end.| as may prevent the numerous evils that 
[t grieves me to say that our political || attend the transportation, opening, and 
body may now be corroding under the closing of the mails upon the Sabbath. 
influence of that venom which has been |! In these petitions, it 1s believed, good 
. . . . it * es . . 
infused into it by a secret and design- li citizens and christians of all denomina- 
ing many. JZay, did I say? Unfor-!' tions may freely unite. 
bes ~ ° e iI 
tl ly, we c ake use of positive|)  ... , ; 7 
nately, we i ike use of positive | [The Presbyterian clergy having failed 
terms on this subject. We can SAY ll in their attempts to stop the mails and 
with perfect conviction of truth, that '!canal boats on the Sabbath, in the stat 
plans have been entered into, from! of New York, are about to try, it seems, 
> e . « e | early iad -_ P . * ‘tate * Penn- 
Maine to Louisiana, by priests and jWhat can be done in the tor edhe: — 
me - sylvania. Their principal dependence, 
their minions, to obtain a permanent |) - *. * | ee 
ate a 1 ; ; fo too, It appears, is on an arm of power Ol 
influence in a our seminaries of edu-- Jegislative enactments. Why can they no 
cation. And having effected this, they | be satisfied with the use only of spiritual 
feel certain of being able to wield at armour?’ If the legislature once begin 
. * e anil ae Lo weet ’ . > clerey. thes 
pleasure the immense moral and politi- “aa n to . pé hye %! ee “unde 
: . Will soon have tue hands Tull of Dusiles. 
eal energies of our country. Who that aegis Spipieae jot 
5 pe og ah ss and so will the Postmaster General, au¢ 
has a spal of the love o iberty In fils every other officer of the governmen' 
bosom does nut shudder at the gloomy Full liberty is granted to the clergy i: 
prospects of his unsuspecting country-. this country to inculcate and enforce all 
1 . 4 - Sa ‘rtieementa of wee, 
men? The prospects of being exposed the duties and requirements of — 
: le as . both from the pulpit and the press. With 
to the merciless tyranny of the infu. '3\°. Pe d faith- 
nce es ‘. ** ee this they ought to be satisfied, an ait 
riated bigot. sind when, 1 ask, did fuijly discharge what they believe to be 
y ) 2 > . . es a P 
tie bigot ever desist from his contetm-, their duty. But to resort to the legisla- 
plated exercise of cruelty? Search the | ture or the officers of the general oO reli 
° . * ° o Ale : anfarrea . » naw 2¢ *ti- 
historical records of all ages—investi- |) ent w se gatos aye sa iitas yard 
ie Ce rion, by Civil pains and penalties, 15 lt 
cate the intricate windings of the hu- /2'7' ° ° eee ¥ 
= 1 tell Wig <4 ther consistent with the principles of th¢ 
P 5 quum * , > r > j . 
what breast Ligotry and mercy were ever | constitution. } 
found united. JUVENIS. |i unt 
SPAIN. 
P ad 7 he s_ 1 2af Th . i] } 8 -¥§ > country 
Rome.—From a late statement, it ap- ee ee Me ae peaee ill fated 1 pro- 
, ; ‘ thave revolted from Ferdinand, and pr" 
pears that for every 25 persons at Rome, |'¢laimed his brother, Charles V. king % 


iSpain. ** The parties,” says a late pape” 
j A ’ ? 





there is one priest, monk, or nun. 
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‘which have as yet joined the standards | 
of these leaders would appear to be very 
insignificant; but they are certainly strong 
enough to excite the alarms, and proba- 
bly to endanger the security, of a weak 
and distracted government. Their object 
is, to dethrone the present king, and put 
up his brother in his stead; and the plot 
is said to have originated with the clergy, 
who are opposed to Ferdinand, because | 
he is too mild and tolerant, and hecause | 
they fear that his necessities will drive} 
him, in the end, to sequester the immense 
wealth of the church. ‘fhe first ground 
of hostility to him is probably pretended; 
the last, we have no doubt, is real.”’ 





Another paper states—*“ An attempt has 
been lately made by the apostolic party in 
Spain to procure the re-establishment of 
the Inquisition, in order to obtain the im- 
mense estates formerly in its possession; 
but all their manceuvres were ineffectual, 
the king refusing to accede to their pro- 
position. It seems that the king himself 
wishes to augment his coffers by the sale 
if these estates, and has despatched a 
messenger to the Pope to obtain permis- 
sion to sell them.”’ 

An article from another paper reads as 
follows—“ The more the situation of Spain 
is considered, the more critical it will ap: | 
pear. That country has now reached tlre | 





extreme of wretchedness and humiliation; 
27) l, tor the first time, we behold the tler- 
cy at variance with the government with 
which it has Iutherto coalesced. The mis- 
fortunes about to follow might perhaps 

prevented by some singular revolu- 
tion that could reunite the clergy and the 
French; but the spirit of persecution by 
which Ferdinand is actuated, puts this out 
of the question. In the meanwhile the 


; _ < 
Liberals are Waccehing th ; 


] 1 





events passing’ 


a ° . . | 
n their unhappy country, with an anxious | 
nterest, although in a neutral attitude. | 
What happens is at least a partial triumph j 





to them; and, at all events, some new or- | 
der of things must arise when the contest | 
> OVer, for matters can never return to | 
their old footing. ‘The king has now join- | 
ed the oppressors of his country, and daily 
becomes an object of greater batred. By 
the clergy, from the pulpit and in the con- | 
icssional, he is denounced as the rreatest 
monster that ever breathed. He and his 
ministers are even called Freemasons and | 
Liberals, the severest terms of opprobrium | 
that the monks and friars can bestow upon 
them. The contest, indeed, hitherto has | 
been partial; but through the riches and ! 
fluence of the clergy, as well as owing | 


ty tha a - : x . 
»the numerous elements which abound, 


i} 


| 





the war may easily be rendered national. 
The clergy have only to display their 
strength, and raise the standard against 
the French; the mass of the people would 
instantly join them.” 


[From the London Evangelical Magazine.} 
PERSECUTION IN SWITZERLAND. 

At Lausanne, in the Canton de Vaud, 
Switzerland, a cold and barren orthodoxy 
prevails. The creed is sound, but it is in- 
efficient. The words of “sound doctrine”’ 
play upon the ear, in their confessions 
and catechisms, but the “form of godli- 
ness” only is there, without the power. 
Bigotry and intolerance complete the de- 
scription. Almost inquisitorial powers are 
assumed by the clergy. As soon as any 
man gives offenee, the magistrates make 
no scruple of banishing him at once.— 
They allow no dissentients from the esta- 
blishment, not a soul.” 

One section of a decree from the coun- 
cil of state at Lausanne, contains the fo! 
lowing :— 

*¢ All persons whose proceedings tend 
to gain proselytes to a sect that is oppo- 
sed to the peace of the church and public 
order, shall be prosecuted, with a view te 
their being punished.” 





OTAHEITE. 

The ceremony of crowning a king was 
performed in Otaheite on the 21st April, 
1824, with great pomp. ‘The crown was 
placed between the Bible and the code 
of laws; and Mr. Nott (one of the mis- 
sionarics) anointed and crowned the king, 
saying, ** Pomaree, I crown thee king of 
Otaheite, Fimoe,” &c. and then gave the 
benediction in royal form, Is this mum- 
mery, this outragcous. mixture of king- 
craft and priestly power, to extend where- 
ever chrisiianity is spread? If so, we shall 
regret the conversion of the Otaheitans. 
We want no more racks and wheels and 
dungeons, ** for the sake of religion.” 

It is wisely ordered in the United States 
that the civiland religious authorities shall 
not have any direct relation between them. 
lt is 2 connexion that has deluged the 
world with blood, anc 
horrible 


caused the most 
blasphemies that ever disgraced 
mankind: It is the parent of hypocrisy, 
and the nurse of all that is wicked and 
base. { Viles’s he 


vister. 


The only foundation of a radical im 
provement in man, must be sought for in 
obedience to the intermal sense of right 
and wroug, bestowed on every individual 
‘ot the human famils ,; 
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stances are of importance in effecting re- 
form, in proportion as they are more or 
less favourable to virtue; but they occupy 
the second place only among the means 
of this reform. Let every man do what 
he Anows to be right, and avoid what he 


knows to be wrong, and we shall soon | 
see a rapid and radical improvement in| 


society, whatever may be the external 
circumstances that surround it. { Berean. 


[From the Boston Recorder of Nov. 4.) 


We learn from the Pittsburg Recorder, 
that on the 13th ult. one Adam Payne 


—- 


Se 


The Lord Jesus commands all to aid 
the Bible and Missionary cause, or to be 
prepared to assign satisfactory reasons for 
their refusal at the day of judgment, 

Wa. R. SMITH, 
Oct. 12. Recording Secretar: 








‘Our reasons are, the anti-christian man- 
| ner in which these societies are managed 
| and conducted,—the tricks and artful 
i! schemes resorted to, to obtain money, Ke, 
i all which we conceive operate rather as a 
t hindrance to the truths contained in the 


| Bible, than to the advancement of those 


} 


> i truths, or to the interests of christainity, 


who calls himself “an Elder of the United | 


Church of Christ,” arrived in that city, | 


and having ascended a block in the mar- 


ket-house, began to preach without an | 


audience, no notice having been given || 
of his design. Numbers soon assembled | 


through curiosity, and he continued to |!‘ 


speak for the space of nearly two hours. 
Hie afterwards preached in other places 
in the vicinity, and appears to have ex- 
cited a considerable degree of attcntion. 
|The time is coming, if it be not already 
come, when every honest minded person 
would preter to hear the most simple and 
unlettered man, w! ‘th a principle of in- 
tegrity in his heart, than the most learn- 
ed harangucs and elegant diction from a 
pompous and mercenary pricst. ] 


PALESTINE MISSION. 


Some years since, the Syrian Arch- 
bishop visited Rome, Paris, and L ondon, 
to obtain money, as he then professed, in 
order to print the Scriptures on Mount 
I.ecbanon. Money and a press were ac- 

cordingly given him; but he has never 
printed the Scriptures, and being now 
elected Syrian Patriarch, he opposes their 
circulation by the missionaries. 

| Boston Recorder. 

‘A short time since great expectations 
were formed respecting this Syrian Arch- 
bishop, and high encomiums were lavish- 
ly bestowed upon him in our missionary 
prints, on account of the great things he 
was todo. It turns out to be, however, 
like the conversion of Sabat, all a sham; 
and the advocates for missions have to re- 
egret their too easy credulity in behalf of 
those who seem to favour their projects. ] 


{From the Miltonian of Oct. 15.) 
Noticr.—The annual meeting of the 
Susquehanna Bible Society will be held 
in Milton, on Wednesday, the 19th of the 
present month. Sermon at 11 o’clock in 
the Harmony Church. 


Since our last number, we have learn- 
ed that the responding to the service ef 
Bishop Hobart by Anna Braithwaite, is 
‘not to be understood in « strictly literal 
sense, and therefore we decline insert- 
jing the paragraph respecting it. There 
iseems, however, to be quite an intimacy 
) and friendship subsisting between this 
| s¢ Richt Reverend Father in God” and 
Anna Braithwaite; and she has received 
an invitation and partook of a dinner with 
him. ‘These attentions from a high-toned 
prelate of the Church of England toa 
preacher of the society of Friends, appear 
to be more pleasing to some members of 
the society, than is consistent with their 
former manners, or reconcilable to their 
principles. 


On account of arrangements which have 
lately taken place at New York, the agen- 
cy for the Reformer at that place is dis- 
continued. Subscribers, therefore, at New 
York and the adjacent pl: ices, will please 
send their directions and re mitts inces di- 
rectly to this city, and receive their num- 
bers ‘through the mail. If any have fail- 
ed of getting their numbers regularly the 
last year, or if some who are subscribers 
should not hereafter have them sent to 
them, by directing a letter by private 
conveyance or by mail, post paid, to the 
editor, the numbers missing will be for- 
warded, and continued to their direction. 
By this method subscribers will get their 
numbers sooner, and it will save us con- 
siderable expense,—which is a measure 
that seems necessary to enable us to g0 
on with the work. 


——, 








The Reformer is printed on the first of each 
month, at one dollar a year. Letters to be ad- 
dressed and payment made, to T. R. GATES, 
Proprietor and principal Editor, No. 290, North 
Third Street, Philadelphia. Numbers can be 
supplied from the commencement of the work 
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